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What is Humanitarian Studies?

The study of societies and vulnerable communities experiencing
humanitarian crisis originating from disaster, conflict, refugee situations,
and/or political collapse. It studies the causes and impacts of crisis; how
people, communities and authorities respond to them, including efforts

for prevention and preparedness; how humanitarian action and other
external interventions are organized and affect the recovery from crises;
and the institutional changes that crises and crisis response engender.

Interested in collaborating? Researchers based at the HSC cover various
research themes. Find their contact details below:

Professor Thea Hilhorst | HSC Director

Societies in crisis; Everyday practices of humanitarian governance & action;
Intersecting crises & responses; A gendered lens on humanitarian crises;
Advocacy & international solidarity

— hilhorst@iss.nl

Dr Rodrigo Mena | HSC Deputy Director & SSRi Coordinator
Disaster Risk Reduction & Governance; Humanitarian action; Climate
Change; Complex Emergencies & Fragile Contexts; Humanitarian-
Development-Peace Nexus; Research Ethics, Safety & Security

—> menaa@iss.nl

Dr Kaira Zoe Cafiete | HSC Senior Researcher
Humanitarianisms in practice; Gender & disasters; Participatory
methodologies in disaster research; feminist humanitarianism; mutual aid;

care ethics in crisis response
—> canete@iss.nl

Dr Sonja Fransen | HSC Senior Researcher
Forced migration; Displaced populations; Refugee camp management;

Sustainable development; Post-conflict recovery; Climate change
—> fransen@iss.nl

For more information about events and networking, you can get in contact
with HSC Coordinator Tom Ansell at ansell@iss.nl or HSC Community
Manager Gabriela Anderson at anderson@iss.nl
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